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• IHST Goal: To reduce worldwide civil 

helicopter accident rate by 80% by 2016! 
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www.ihst.org  
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www.easa.europa.eu/essi/ehest 

•Safety Partnership with more than 75 organisations 

•Co-chaired by EASA, EHOC and Eurocopter 

EHEST Composition and Governance 



European Figures 

Background data 

Approximately 6800 helicopters  

registered in Europe 

Safety data from  

the EASA Annual Safety Review 

Approximately 100-120 civil  

helicopter accidents a year in Europe 

Average 16 fatal accidents per year  

reported for 2006-2009 
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EHEST Accident Analysis 

Analysis of 311 accidents  

(definition ICAO Annex 13) 

 

Years 2000 – 2005 

 

Occurred in EASA States 
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EHEST Implementation Teams 

Implementation teams established  

to address the top safety issues: 

Operations and SMS  

Training  

Maintenance  

Technology 
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SMS toolkits (chronology) 

9 5th EASA Rotorcraft Symposium 2011, 7-8 Dec, Cologne, Germany 

* Published 1S 2012; feedback welcome 

IHST SMS Toolkit  

and HAI video 

 

IS-BAO revision 2012 
Helicopter compatible 

SMS Module 

Accreditation scheme 

European CEN Standard 

 

EHEST SMS Manual, 2012 
Medium/small operators * 

Small operators 

Includes a pre-flight Risk Mgt CL 
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Training 

Helicopter Safety Video: Degraded Visual Environment (DVE) 
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Degraded Visual 

Environment (DVE) 

Vortex Ring State 

Loss of Tail rotor 

Effectiveness (LTE) 

Static and dynamic 

rollover 
 

 

 

 

Training 
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Training 
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Training 

Translations 
in progress 



Maintenance 

 

Developed by EHEST  
and IHST 

Worldwide application 
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Assess the safety benefits  

of Technologies and opportunities  

for R&D 
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•Technology 



IHST SAFETY TOOLKITS  
SMS 1st Edition 

Edition 2 

Edition 2 

 

Translation of Toolkits in Progress 

 

Russian 

Portuguese 
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Where are we in 2012 with regard to  
the IHST Objective of 80% reduction 
of the accident rate? 



Accident Rates Vary by Region of the World 
Civil registered helicopter accidents and flight hours from IHST data  
 Pre-IHST (2001-2005) accident rates vs. 2011 thru September accident rates  
 

North 

America 
Pre: 9.3 

2011:  5.2 

South 

America 
Pre: 9.7 

2011:  13.2 

Europe 
Pre: 7.1 

2011:  6.0 

Africa 
Pre: 12.9 

2011: 3.5 

Asia 
Pre: 9.4 

2011:  9.5 

Oceania 
Pre: 17.5 

2011:  15.7 

 Accuracy of flight hour exposure  estimate improves every year. 

World 
Pre: 9.4 

Sep 2011: 6.5 
Accidents per 
100K flt hrs 

20 October 2011 
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EHEST Strategy 

Product development 

New safety leaflets and videos 

Communication 

Articles and publications 

Presentations in Intl. Conferences 

Helicopter Safety Days 

Manufacturer and operator networks 

 

Special attention to the single pilots and General Aviation 

needed!  
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Mailbox: ehest@easa.europa.eu 

mailto:ehest@easa.europa.eu

